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Perry Gunnite squirmed and shifted in his 
office chair, as he sat with his feet on the 
desk and thumbed through a magazine. 

“This miserable chair!” he muttered, “| 
wish | could afford some new furniture for 
my office!’’ 

The tinkle of a bell attached to the door 
warned Perry that someone was coming. 

“It could be a customer or a bill collec: 
tor," he said, hurriedly removing his feet 
from the desk and hiding the magazine. “In 
either case I've got to look busy!” 

However, it was not a bill collector. it was 
Bedrock’s park commissioner. 

"Good to. see you, Mister Commissioner!” 
Perry beamed, putting out his hand. “I'm 
Sorry | don’t have a chair to offer you! You 
should have brought one of your park 
benches, ha hat’ 

The commissioner ignored Perry's hand 

“Humph! You're either a wise guy or a 
mind reader, because | came here about a 
park bench,” he snorted. “Somebody stole 
one from the city park!"’ 

“Couldn't the police handle a routine job 
like that?" Perry queried. 

“Not this one!’ the commissioner said 
“This particular bench was donated to the 
park by J. G. Gotrocks himself” 

“The richest man in town?"” 

“The same! And if he finds out we were 
so careless he might refuse to donate any 
thing else to the park. It's a very delicate 
matter, Mr. Gunnite!’’ 

Perry agreed, and said he'd do his best 
to find the bench before Mr, Gotrocks dis- 
covered it was missing. He hurried to the 


scene of the crime to look for clues, but 
he found nothing .., just an empty spot and 
a sign that read: THIS BENCH GENER. 
OUSLY DONATED BY J. G, GOTROCKS. 

Perry paced back and forth. “Who in the 
world would want to steal a park bench?" 
he asked himself out Joud, 

“Nobody in his right mind would steal 
THAT bench!" said a yoice behind him. “It 
was the most uncomfortable bench in the 
whole park." 

Perry turned to see a bedraggled tramp. 
Maybe he could provide a clue, 

“When did you last see the bench?’ he 
asked the tramp. 

“Last night!’ was the answer. “And | saw 
old J. G. Gotrocks himself sitting on it!" 

“You don't say!’ said Perry. ‘Thanks a 
lot. Here, have lunch on me,"' he added, as 
he tossed the tramp some money. 

“Wonder why he did that?’” muttered the 
tramp as Perry hurried off, 

A tew minutes later Perry arrived at the 
home of J. G. Gotrocks. 

“This is just a wild hunch,” he said to 
himself, “but if I'm going to goof, | might 
as well do it on a grand scalet" * 

Mr. Gotrocks was at home, and Perry lost 
no time in coming to the point 

“Tell me, sir, why did you remove that 
bench from the park?" Perry asked. 

Mr. Gotrocks was momentarily surprised, 
but he recoveréd himself quickly. 

“Why, to have it UPHOLSTERED!" he said. 
“That bench was the most uncomfortable 
thing | ever sat on! | wouldn't want my name 
associatechwith such a bench!” 

“But, sir, you should have told the park 


* commissioner that you took the bench. He 


«s worried about it!” Perry added. 

“Then go tell him you've found it,"” Mr. 
Gotrocks laughed. s 

Perry reported his discovery, and a week 
later the park commissioner found Perry in 
the park reclining on Mr. Gotrocks' newly 
upholstered bench. 

“How come you're not in your office?” he 
asked. 

“Well,” Perry replied. “I'm getting new 
office furniture tomorrow, but meanwhile | 
thought | might as well be comfortable in- 
stead of sitting in that old back-breaking 
chair of mine at the office.” 
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